The work opens with an Introductory Chapter on the Organic Laws, and on the causes of disease arising from violations of those laws. These are classified under three heads:?1st, as they arise from the acts of the individual, entailing upon him, and perhaps on his posterity, a certain set of consequences, in which others are not directly involved; as when intemperance produces disease of the liver ;?2d, those which are produced by the acts or neglects of a combination of individuals, involving injury to the health, and life-probability, of the body politic; as when fever is produced by the imperfect drainage of a town or district;?and 3d, those which are still more general, chiefly depending upon natural phenomena, as atmospheric conditions and the like; to which the noncontagious epidemic diseases must be referred. But these three classes of causes, as Dr. Robertson justly remarks, are continually acting together; and, although the separation is well adapted for the formal discussion of the subject, especially when considered in its practical bearings, it must be admitted to be purely artificial as regards the modus operandi of morbific causes upon the bodily system. As individual hygiene is the principal subject of the treatise, and as the agency of atmospheric causes does not properly fall within its scope, the greater part of the introductory chapter is occupied with a general sketch of social hygiene, which is clearly and judiciously written, and may be studied with profit even by those who have themselves given much attention to the subjects it embraces. The following is an interesting extract from the portion relating to those endemic causes of disease, which are connected with the condition of the surface-soil and of the superincumbent atmosphere : " The expectation of life in America is becoming greater, and its population more vigorous and healthy, in the same ratio as its surface is becoming more extensively inhabited, its soil more thoroughly drained, and its air cleared ot the impurities that exhale from a wet and corrupt surface-soil, charged with organic remains, which are exposed and not immediately wanted by the existing vegetation. It In Chapter II, our author enters upon the subject of Diet; commencing with an inquiry into the nature of the digestive process. He abstains from discussing the merits of the more recent investigations into its nature ; contenting himself with the mixed view of the solvent action of the gastric fluid, which has always appeared most satisfactory to ourselves, and which none of these investigations seem to us to have disproved, viz. that the acid is the real solvent, the use of the peculiar animal principle, which seems to act as a ferment, being to predispose to the solution of the alimentary matter, by the incipient change which it excites in the particles of the latter. The nature of the acid, however, must still be regarded as doubtful; the difficulties in the way of an exact determination of the question being such, as to have hitherto prevented the desiderated accordance amongst those who have investigated it.
"A much more practically interesting ^result, derived from the numerous and anxious investigations into these questions, and one that seems to be proved, is, that an animal matter contained in the saliva, and separable from it, when mixed with alkali, proves to be the solvent aud digestive medium of starch, upon which acidulated animal matter has no action,?and that either this same animal matter, or some similarly constituted animal matter, when mixed with the acid secretion of the stomach, proves to be the proper solvent for the azotised articles pf food, such as fibrin, gelatin, and albumen, having no power to dissolve or assimilate the nonazotised aliments." (p. 3-5.) We are much surprised to find Dr. Robertson espousing Dr. Prout's theory of the "vital principle" or "organizing agent"
as one of the instruments in the digestive operation. " In all the views and reasonings," 
